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Introductions and Agenda

Agenda
12:00 pm Welcome 

Background: Oregon Impact Reduction and Reuse 
Program
Clarifying Questions

Discussion: Prompting Questions in Breakout Rooms

Reconvene briefly after Discussion

1:00 p.m. Adjourn



Rules of Engagement 

• Raise your hand to speak and Alex will put you in 
the stack. You may unmute to speak when called.

• Please update your name on Zoom to include your 
organization, if applicable.

• Please turn your camera on if you are able and feel 
free to utilize the chat function.

• Be mindful of allowing others space to provide 
feedback.

If you have technical difficulties, please contact Alex Bertolucci via 
email: Alex.Bertolucci@deq.oregon.gov.
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Plastic Pollution and Recycling Modernization 
Act

• Effective Jan. 1, 2023

• Includes updates to Oregon’s recycling 
system 

• Aimed at reducing social and 
environmental impacts of covered 
products (packaging, printed paper, and 
food serviceware)
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Oregon Impact Reduction and Reuse Program
Under ORS 459A.941:

• “DEQ shall establish a program to 
reduce the environmental impacts of 
covered products through means other 
than waste recovery, including waste 
prevention and reuse.”

• Limited to covered products
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Timeline

Start 
implementation 

of Oregon Impact 
Reduction and 

Reuse Program

July 2026

Implementation 
Planning

2024-2026

Develop draft 
rules; proposal to 

EQC; fee 
established

2024

Rule concept 
development and 

initial 
consultations 

2023 

• Rulemaking #2
Anticipated timeline: September 2023 concept, 2024 proposal to EQC which will establish fee

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/rulemaking/Pages/recycling2024.aspx


Criteria
Funds must be used to reduce the impacts of 
covered products (packaging, printing and writing 
paper, and food serviceware) through means other 
than recycling. 

DEQ may:
• Enter into agreements
• Provide grants or loans
• Must consider environmental benefits, human 

health benefits, social and economic benefits, 
cost-effectiveness, and needs of economically 
distressed or underserved communities.
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Clarifying questions?



Reflection Questions
Imagine there were no limitations. What would a priority project, system, or idea focused on reducing environmental 
impacts of covered products look like?

What are the biggest barriers to reducing environmental impacts of covered products and how can they be overcome?

How could the impact reduction and reuse program be implemented statewide while ensuring that benefits are spread 
equitably and accessibly across all communities? 

How might DEQ be responsive to the needs of economically distressed or underserved communities? 

What partnerships or collaborations could be formed in this work? Is there anyone specific DEQ should engage or speak 
to? Who has done this work well? 



Thank you for attending!

If you would like respond to these prompting questions or discuss further, we would love to 
hear from you.

Contact: 
Blaine Mershon, Project Manager, Blaine.Mershon@deq.oregon.gov

mailto:Blaine.Mershon@deq.oregon.gov


Title VI and alternate formats 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in administration of its 
programs or activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español |  한국어 | 繁體中文 |  Pусский |  Tiếng Việt العربیة  |
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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